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On the decipherment of ‘P’ in Idu(3HiE) scripts

Park, Seong-jong

It has been one of the difficult subjects that what the letter
‘"’ can be read in Idu sentences. In order to solve this problem,
we looked into many usages of Idu sentences including ‘N’ from
the period of late Goryeo dynasty and to the period of early
Joseon dynasty.

Among the usages the most important and meaningful ones
are ‘A’ and ‘BN’ which were used to bear the role of closing
a sentence. Some examples of the former were found in
literatures, EHELHHE and EEIHE. And the latter examples
were found in the old documents #5110 of those times. The
usages of N and ‘BB located at the last boundary of a
sentence seem to have been handed down from the early old
times. It is presumed that ‘N included one of the prefinal endings
which work for ascertaining an event or a proposition and the
deverval ending ‘~n’ which works for forming noun phrase like
gerund in English.

Fortunately, we found one example of the usage ‘N’ written
at the end of a paragraph. It was written on the face of a
wooden slice which comprised four sides. And the wooden slice
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seems to date back to the 6th century or the 7th century.

So, it has come to be proved that the Idu script ‘N’ was read
‘9F, the Korean word corresponding to Chinese letter concerned,
at least at the period before the 7th century and around the 14th
century and the 15th century.

Key words: ‘W’ in Idu scripts, #RN, BN, 2N, ZELHIEE,
BEHE deverbal ending ‘n’
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